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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To improve a recognition rate by 
eliminating defocusing between day light and illumination light caused by 
the aberration of a lens 1 5 by simple constitution in a device for reading 
a vehicle number by using the illumination light of infrared rays. etc.. 
from an illumination light source 12 when illumination by the day light 
having a broad spectrum is short. 

SOLUTION: In a camera 1 1. a filter 18 transmitting only components in 
the neighborhood of the wavelength of the illumination light is arranged 
on a stage preceding a reading element 1 7 to minimize entering of light 
except for the wavelength area of the illumination light to the element 
1 7. Consequently, without regard to day/night, the weather, etc.. the 
wavelength components of light entering the element 1 7 becomes nearly 
constant to suppress defocusing due to the aberration of an optical 
system to the reading element caused by the difference of wavelength. 
Then, a focused read picture is always obtained by only acijustment at 
installation and without adjusting focusing corresponding to day/night 
after Installation, thereby the recognition rate of the number plate is 
Improved. 
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